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To  the  Honourable,' 


V 


Sir  John  Morison  Gibson,  K.  C,  M.  G, 
^^'v^-  '/  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Provimce  of  Ontario 


May  it  please  your  Honour;- 

Acting  under  the  authority  of  a  Commission 
dated  the  24th  day  of  April  A.  I),  1912,  issued  in 
pursuance  of  chapter  8  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  Eighth 
year  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty  Edward  VII, entitled 
"An  Act  respecting  Inciuiries  concerning  Public  Matters'* 
authorizing  and  requiring  me, the  undersigned  Commissioner, 
to  investigate  certain  complaints  and  charges  in  respect 
of  the  ipatters  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  having  completed 
the  said  investigation  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
interim  report. 

This  Inquiry  was  held  at  the  Court  House  in  the 
town  of  Goderich,  commencing  the  29th  day  of  April  last 
past,  and  the  charge  of  Michael  Farr  .  the  holder  of  a 
tavern  license  at  Goderich,  that  William  Patterson  ,the 
Chairman  of  the  License  Board  of  Centre  Huron  had  en- 
deavored to  extort  money  from  him  in  return  for  m^ich 
he  ,  Patterson,  was  willing  to  undertake  that  parr' a 
said  license  would  not  be  cut  off,  was  first  taken  up. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  adduced  that  a 
by-law  has  recently  been  passed  by  the  Town  Council  of 
Goderich  reducing  the  number  of  tavern  licenses  at 
Goderich  from  eight  to  six  ,  on  and  from  the  first  day 
of  May  instant,  and  the  question  at  once  arose  ,what 
licenses  the  Commissioners  would  cut  off  in  order  to  give 
effect  to  this  by-law.   It  appears  that  this  question 
led  to  a  good  deal  of  discussion  afi.ong  at  least  some  of 
those  who  were  primarily  interested,  Farr, the  complainant  , 
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being  one* 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  of  Asquith, the  Inapector, 
that  he  told  Parr,  in  reply  to  a  question  that  he^Asquith) 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter,  but  so  far  as  his 

opinion  went  he  thou^Tht  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  cut 
off  the  two  "fanners'*  hotels. 

Asquith  did  not  intimate  in  any  more  definite  way  what 
hotels  he  meant,  but  it  appears  that  Parr's  hotel  and  an 
hotel  called  the  Colbome,  kept  by  a  man  named  Johnson 
are  regarded  as  farmers  hotels,   Asquith  inf   the  witness 
box  said  he  made  this  remark  to  Parr  ,  half  in  jest  and 

half  in  earnest,  but  the  effect  would  naturally  be  to 
increase  his  anxiety, especially  in  view  of  the  fact  as 
he  alleges,  that  he  has  recently  spent  something  like 
$4000.  in  improvements  on  his  hotel  premises* 

The  next  important  indldent  to  which  attention  should 

be  called  is  that  Mr,  Patterson, the  Chairman  of  the  Bpard, 
after  this  by-law  was  passed  visited  parr's  hotel  at  least 
four  times  according  to  his  own  admission,  and  that  he  was 
on  one  occasion  in  conversation  with  Parr, from  the  time  the 
latter' 3  bar  closed  at  11  o'clock  until  after  midnight, and 
that  Mr.  Asquith, arriving  in  Goderich  by  a  late  train 
called  up  Parr's  hotel  to  enquire  if  Patterson  the  Chairman 
was  there  ,  and  on  being  informed  that  he  was,  went  down 

to  the  hotel  after  12  O'clock  at  night  to  see  him, 

Asquith  aiid  Patterson  both  allege  that  the  only  object 
of  this  late  visit  was  to  ascertain  whether  Mr.  Patterson 
would  go^horae  in  the  morning  or  the  afternoon  ,and  although 
it  was  pointed  out  to  them  both  in  the  witness  box  that 

this  infonnation  could  have  easily  been  obtained  over  the 
telephone,  and  that  it  was  singular  that  a  personsil  visit 
after  midnight  should  have  been  considered  necessary, solely 
for  the  purpose  of  asking  so  simple  a  question,  they  never- 
theless both  maintained  that  this  was  the  only  object  • 
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Parr  says  Patterson  visited  him  five  times  in  reference 
to  the  subject  of  licenses  generally  on  the  days  vScien   some 
license  "business  was  being  transacted  by  the  Board, although 
Patterson  was  not  in  the  habit  of  staying  at  his, Parr's 
hotel,  the  latter  statement  was  admitted  by  Patterson 
himself, who  swore  that  he  generally  stayed  at  King's  hotel. 
It  was  shown  by  a  witness  thAt  on  one  of  these  occasions 
Patterson  took  dinner  at  Parr's  ,at  the  suggestion  of  the 
*itnes8»but  it  appeared  by  the  admission  of  Patterson 
himself  that  he  did  not  pay  for  his  dinner  at  that  time, 

nor  for  his  bed  and  breakfast  upon  a  previous  occasion. 
Parr  stated  by  way  of  explanation  that  he  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  charging  either  Commissioners  or  Inspector  for 
meals  or  accommodation  supplied  to  them.   An  ex-Commissioner 
however,  swore  that  he  had  always  been  in  the  habit  of  paying 
the  regular  charges  at  Parr's  hotel  as  well  as  elsewhere. 

Parr's  evidence  is  to  the  effect  that  Patterson  suggested 
$600.  as  the  price  of  his  support,  that  he  Parr  demurred  and 
said  that  vas  ^   lot  of  money,  and  asked  him  if  he  would  split 
it  in  two,  and  that  Patterson  then  offered  to  taice  $500  .in- 
timating at  the  same  time  that  he  had  to  divide  it  with  the 
Clinton  Commissioner.   Patterson  denies  that  he  ever  made 
that  statement,  and  whether  he  did  or  not  there  is  not  the 
slightest  ground  for  suspecting  any  wrong-doing,  on  the  part 
of  Commissioner  Cluff  of  Clinton,  with  regard  to  whom  the 
remark   is  said  to  have  been  made.  It  appears  further  from 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Struthers,  the  warden  of  the  County  and 
Mr.  Bailey  both  Justices  of  the  Peace  that  Parr  consulted 
them  almost  immediately  after  the  proposal  was  made  to  him  ^ 
another  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Mr.  John  Griffin  of  Goderich 
was  also  called  in  consultation,  and  these  three  gentlemen 
came  to  the  conclusion  ,as  they  themselves  stated  in  Court 

that  Parr  ought  not  to  write  to  Patterson  about  the  matter 
bjit  that  Parr  should  make  a  Statutory  Declaration  of  the 
facts,  and  hand  the  same  to  the  Crown  Attorney  ,and  this 
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was  done,  Mr.  Bailey,  one  of  the  Justices  preparing  this 
document.   It  will  "be  observed  that  on  the  one  hand  Parr 
says  he  proposed  to  Patterson  that  he  should  reduce  his  demand 
to  $300.  v.'hile  Patterson  says  Farr  proposed  to  bribe  him  by 
offering  hira  ^300 •   which  he  did  not  accept.   As  to  which  of 
the   two  took  the  initiative  can  only  be  determined  by  cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  and  the  consultation  with  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  must  be  considered  in  this  connection  •  These 
three  men  enjoy  good  reputations,  and  their  only  desire, 
apparently,  was  to  see  the  law  carried  out,  which  is  clearly 
indicated  by  the  very  proper  course  which  was  taken  in  sub- 
mitting the  matter  to  the  Crown  Attorney,  and  the  advice  they 
gave  to  Parr,  not  to  put  up  any  money  nor  to  write  any  letter, 
but  to  make  a  formal  complaint  and  let  the  law  take  its  course 
Had  Farr  proposed  to  bribe  Patterson,  as  the  latter  alleges, 
it  is  hardly  conceivable  that  he  would  have  gone  a  number  of 
times  to  several  Justices  of  the  Peace,  he  would  surely  have 
said  nothing  about  it.   Common  sense  as  well  as  self  interest 
would  suggest  this  course  especia^-ly  to  a  person  of  intelligence 
which  Farr  appears  to  be. 

There  is  also  another  incident  which  deserves  attention. 
John  Kelly  an  old  man  of  probably  79  years, the  father  of  Farr*s 
wife,  testified  that  he  h£id  heard  the  story  from  Farr, and  that 
he  saw  Patterson  in  Parr's  hotel  upon  the  occasion  of  one  of 
his  visits, and  that  Patter son, whom  he  knew,  came  out  of  a 
room  in  which  he  was  talking  to  Parr, shook  hands  with  him  and 
immediately  left  the  hotel,  but  he  was  called  back  and  Kelly 
then  went  into  a  room  with  Parr  and  Patterson  and  Kelly  at 
once  told  Patterson,  according  to  the  latter* s  admission, 
that  it  was  a  shame  he, Patterson,  should  hold  up  Farr  and  other 
hotel  keepers  for  money, and  Kelly  says  he  v.famed  Patterson 
that  the  matter  would  be  called  to  the  attention   of   tho 
Government  , whereupon  Patterson   replied   that  he  did  not  want 
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money  from  either  of  them  and  immediately  left.   A  day  or 
two  afterwards  Patterson  said  Parr  had  tried  to  bribe  him  , 
but  he  admits  he  did  not  tell  Kelly  that  at  the  time  Kelly 
made  the  charge  ,  which  gives  it  the  appearance  of  an 
afterthought. 

For  all  these  reasons   I  am  of  the  opinion  that  Mr, 
Patterson's  resignation  as  a  License  Commissioner  for 
Centre  Huron  should  be  accepted* 

There  is  much  less  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  con- 
clusion with  regard   to  Asquith  the  Inspector.  Taking  his 
own  admissions  independent  of  anything  else  it  is  impossible 
to  resist  the  conclusion  that  he  is  absolutely  unfit  for 
his  office. 

He  says  that  Parr  in  1910  tried  to  bribe  him  to  sup-- 
press  a  prosecution  against  him,  but  he  admitted  in  reply 

to  questions  that  he  had  not  reported  this  fact  either  to 
the  Commissioners  or  the  Department,  and  that  he  had  sub- 
sequently recommended  him  for  a  license  on  two  successive 
occasions,  and  it  is  only  now  when  Asquith  himself  is  charged 

with  serious  irregularities  he  brings  the  matter  to  light. 
Whether  his  statement  is  true  or  false  his  conduct  in  refer- 
ence to  the  matter  is  extremely  reprehensible  and  I  recommend 
that  he  bo  summarily  dismissed. 

Respectfully  Submitted 


Commissionvr. 
Toronto,  May  2nd.,  1912» 
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ONTAR 1 O 
EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  OFFICE 


Copy  of  an  Ordor-ln-Go'moil  appro Ted  by  HI a  Honour 
tha  Ll3ut«nan<i  CfOVjr^io.r,  ifais/^C^    Oay  of  April,  A«r>«i91c. 


trpoi  the  rdooffisaoafiatioiJ  oi"  tliG  Honourable  tho 
ProTlnaiil   r-o«3roT;ary,   t?:io  OouamilJti^d  of  Coiiiioll  advice  that 
a  Co":T2nl3(iion  l3o  Irfit^av^^J  tiride:?  -ho  loroYlaioxi?:  of  Itec  P^ibllc 
In^iiirieo  Aot,  b#ln<^  Chapter  8,   B  P. award  ?XI  appoint li3^«j  Ktldo 
Sevtndorsi  of  -iii*  Clt;^  of  2!0i*orito,  Bsqulr®,  Barrlator-at-Lew 
e  Cori»^ij?gloodr  uC  iaquire  into  t!ie  criarjree  made  by  one  Michael 
Parr  of  th©  0\);i?n  of  GoAorloh,  tlv3  liolder  of  a  TaVeiTi  Lieenee 
againnt     llliam  I'atteraon,  Cliair:neja  of  tlifc>  Boar^  of  LleonBc 
norLnfjuificne-rc  of  tho  "^iC4?i3rii  Dtrtrict  of  Gcr tro  Hnron^  in  \tbioh 
♦Tlher  poraoT.a  '^Ido  apponr  to  bo  iuvnlr^f?  ant^.  ?-ny  otlinr  rmttore 
&p^Gin|r  out  of  the  i?aid  ch&?^f^p.  or  eonr^^'otcd  therewith  affecting 
tl©  .i*<?c^in:?.pt5*etlOK  cf  Itie  T,ic,ucr  Llc^BiJC  Act,  end  th*-.!   Mi4b 


Bidd  CGr'iL'lDf;»iOii  couf-'tr  uv'jn  thr  i^sld  iSido  chvar.d6r,a^Ke 


au-^l'orl^.«5  by  tli-2  e&ld  .lot« 


Cctrtiiied, 


/t^f^^^-^ 


Cl'^rk,  Ijaocatlvewouncil* 
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ONTAR I O 
EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  OFFICE 


Copy  of  an  Order-in-Oounoll  approved  Ijy  Hlg  Honour 
the  Lieutenant  OoTomor,   the  day  o±  /ipril,   A.D«19l£« 


Upon  the  reoommendatlon  of  the  Honourable  the 
Provincial.   Soorotary^  the  Committee  of  Counoll  advise  that 
a  Coimission  be  issued  nnder  tho  provisions  of  'Phc  :?uT3ll<3 
Inquiries  Aot,  Tj.'iing  Chapter  3,   B  '']d;Ta?a  YII  appoint itig  Kudo 
S^inndorfJ  of  tho  Oi-^y  of  Toronto,  Saqulr^,  3aiTloi;oi'-at-I,aw 
a  CocinliiiiXouer  to  3iin(j[Uiry   into  tiio  chargee  saade  iiy  one  I^iohael 
?arp  of  tho  !?ovm  of  Sodorich,   uhe  holder  oi'  a  iiJaV9.ni  Ha^UBe 
against  'William  Pstteroon,  Ohair>iian  of  the  Bosrci   of  License 
Comnlsslonern  of  the  Llconee  Diati'lct  of  Oentir©  Huron^  In  r^ioh 
^Xiher  persons  a^-co  appi>ar  to  ho  Invclvod  and  any  other  raattere 
arjslng  out  of  the  caid  charges  or  connected  therewith  affecting 
the  .AdiDlnietration  of  ihe  Liquor  License  Act,  and  that  the 
Baid  Gomnisoion  confer  upon  tho  f^aid  jiudo  .'launders  the  po^??rs 
authorised  by  the   eeid  Act. 


c»rilfied. 


Clerk,  Executive  Council* 


ONTAR 1 O 
EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  OFFICE 


Copy  of  an  Ordor-ln-Counoll  approvod  by  Hie  Honour 
the  Lieut onant  Covjmor,  tho^^^v-    day  of  April,  A.d.191j:« 


Upon  the  rooomsionftation  of  tho  Honourable  tho 
ProTlnolal   Socrotary,  tho  Coraralttoo  of  Council  adyl^3o  that 
a  Coianlosion  bo  la8U«»A  imd«r  tho  proYlolons  of  Sho  Public 
In^nlrloa  Act,  bolnf:  fih'^ptor  8,  B  Kd'i-'ard  VII  appointing  K^iao 
SJiundors  of  tho  City  of  Toronto,  Bgqulr^,  Harriet or«at-Law 
a  C<>riniByloner  to  Uninlro  into  tho  ohnrgeo  made  by  ono  lllohaol 
Iftrr  of  tha  ?own  of  0od^^rloh,  the  hold^ir  of  a  Taifom  Lloanoe 
afifkinRt  'lllinra  5^attoroon,  Ohnlrman  of  the  Board  of  Moontio 
OoiniAi»3«it>norG  of  tho  Lioon^;«  Dletrlot  of  Centro  Huron,  in  whloh 
©Ifliar  psraona  also  appoar  to  ba  Involvad  and  any  othor  mottero 
arialag  out  of  th^  fsald  chargoa  or  oonnootea  th^r^with  «ff eotlng 
tho  -4diflinlotratlon  of  U10  Liquor  I^looa^^o  Aot»  and  tK^t  tho 
©aid  Cojaalaalon  confer  upon  tho  imld  Itado  3?iimdora  th«  por?orB 
authoriaod  by  Mho  aaid  Aot» 


Oertlfied, 


z^^/-^^-*^ 


Clork,  Sxoontlvo  ConTicll« 


,.^u< 


CANADA 


PROVINCH       OF       ONTARIO. 


GEORCn  THE  riFTH,  by  tho  Grace  of  God,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  of  the  British  Dottlnlons  beyond  the 
Seae,  KING,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Ijaporor  of  India, 

TO  I^UDO  SAUNDERS,   of   the  City  of  Toronto    in  the  County  of 
York,  Esquire,  Barriater-at-Law,  Our  C(»«tis8ioner  in  this  behalf 

G  R  K  E  T  1   N  G. 


Acting  Attorney- 
General. 


VlfHKRKAB  in  and  by  Chapt«r  8,  an  Set  passed  In  the 
eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Hie  late  Majeaty  Ifdward  VII, 
entitled  "An  Act  respecting  Inqulriea  concominp;  Public  Matters**, 
It  is  enacted  that  whenever  the  Lieutenant  Governor  in  Coun- 
cil deems  it  expedient  to  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  concern- 
ing any  matter  connected  with  or  affecting  the  good  govorn- 
raent  of  Ontario,  or  the   conduct  of  any  part  of  the  public 
businoss  thereof,  or  of  the  aQirinistration  of  justice  there- 
in,  and  such   inquiry    ia  not  refrulatet?  by  any  special   Iaw,hs 
■ay  by  Comuisslon,  appoint  a  person  or  persons   to  conduct 
such   inquiry,   and  nay  confer  the  |>ov«r  of  oumBJoning  any  person 
and  requiring;  him  to  gWe  evlder  ce  on  oath  and  to  produce  ouch 
documents  and  things  as   the  CoinDissionor  or  Conmiss loners  deem 


\ 
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requlsite   for  the  full   investigation  of  tl^e  matter  into  «tich 
thoy  are  appointed  to  examine,  and  the  CoiKinise loner  or  Gobi- 
missloners  shall  have  the  same   power  to  enforce  the  attendance  of 
witnesses  and  to  compel  them  to  glvo  evidence  and  produsc  documente 
and  tVings  as   is  vested   in  any  Court   in  civil  oases; 

AND  ??HKRKAS  the  Ll»utonant-Govornor*in-Council  of  our 
said  Province  of  Ontario  deeos   It  oxpod I  nt  that   inquiry  should 
bo  made   Into   thn  charges  made  by  one  Klchuel  Farr  of  the  Town 
of  Goderich,   the  holder  of  a  Tavern  Lles&so,  atresinot  V/illiam 
f*titterr?on,   CJialrpjan  of  th©  Board  of  License  CommisBionoro  of 
the  License  District  of  Centre  Huron,  !n  which  other  perrions 
also  appear  to  be  Involved,  and  any  othor  ratters  arising  out 
of  tho  said  charges  or  connected  therewith  affecting  the  ad- 
ainistratlon  of  The  Liquor  License  Act* 

MOW  KNOW  TE  that  We  havint^  and  reposlnjr  full   trunt 
and   confidence   In  you,   the  said  Eudo  Saunders,   do  hereby  by 
and  with  the   ^vlce  of  Our  Fxecutlv«  Council  of  Our  !?ald  Pro- 
vince, appoint  you,tho  said  Kudo  S;xundGrs,tc   be  Our  ComiDissloner 
In  this  behalf,  with  powers  authori?ed  by  the  s&ld  Act,   to   inquire 
into  and  to  report  to  Our  said  Lieutenant  Grovomor  upon  the 
natters  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

GIVING  to  you     Our  said  Coanr.iss loner  the  power  of 
•umsoning  any  person  and  requiring  hltr.  to  give  evidence  on  oath, 
and  to  produce  to  you,  Our  said  Gomaissioner  such  dooumonts  and 
things  as  you  may  deem  requisite  for  the  full    Invsetl^atlon  of 
the  prenlses  together  with  all  and  every  other  power  and  authority 
in  the  said  Act  mentioned  and  autliorlsed  to  be  by  US  conferred 
on  any  Gommiss loner  appointed  by  authority  or  In  pursuance  there- 
of. 

AHD  we  do  require  you  Our  said  ConaniBS loner  forthwith 
after  the  conclusion  of  said  An^ilry  to  make  full  report  to  Our  ^ 
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said  Lieutenant  Governor  touching  the  eaid  investigation, 
together  with  all  or  any  eridenee  taken  by  you  concerning 
the  BsaaB, 

TO  HAVK,  HOLD  AND  ENJOY  the   nald  offlse  and  authority 
of  Conminsioner  for  and  during  the  pleasure  of  Our  said  Lieu* 
tenant-Gov«rnor-in-Council, 

IN  THnTlKOliy  WIIFREOF  We  have  caused  theee  Our  l^tt.ere  to 
bo  laado  Patent  and  the  Cretit  Se»a3   of  Our  ^rovJnse  of  Ontario 
to  be  hereunto  affixod;  T'lTMESS,  Fir>  HOMOITR  SIR  JOHN  MOHISOH 
GIBSO!!,  Kiifght  Cocjri.tmdwr  of  Oiir  Kost  Di-stinc^vlahed  Ordfsr  of 
St.  Mieheal  and  St.  Gsor^je,  a  Colono3    in  Our  Militia  of   Canada, 

©t«.  ,otc.,9tc:.  Liiam:iuirr  ocverhoh  of  otm  ^rovimcf  of  o^JTARIo, 

at  Our  Government  Houso,    in  Our  City  of  Toronto,    in  Our  said 
Provinot?,   this  TTf;enty-fourth  day  of  April,    !n  the  Year  of  Our 
Lord,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twelve,  and  in  the  Second 
Yuur  of  Our  Roign. 


BY   COUilAND. 


^X'\/2i^J^C^     Provincial  Secretary, 


9  G^>' 


?l 
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